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aŜƴǘŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΥ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ third-
biggest concern

The Australian, 3 November 2010

Enabling all young Australians to grow up safe, happy, 
healthy and resilient 



ÅThe most valuable and cost-effective health reform
ÅThe most achievable health reform 
ÅThe most popular reform
ÅMust be led from the top and involve many arms of 

government
Å¢ǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛǾŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŀǊŜ άǎƘƻǾŜƭ-ǊŜŀŘȅέ - scaling 

up is all that is required
ÅOthers need investment in R and D
ÅFocus must be upstream and community based 
Å²ƛƭƭ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƛƴ ǿƛŘŜǎǇǊŜŀŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ άƳŜƴǘŀƭ 
ǿŜŀƭǘƘ ƻŦ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎέ

MENTAL HEALTH REFORM: 
a nation-building imperative







ά!ƴ ŀƛǊ ƻŦ ŘŜǎƻƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŦƛȄ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƻ ǊŜƳƻǾŜέ
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EVIDENCE FOLLOWS AS WELL AS DRIVES 
REFORM

EBHC is the insurance policy for reform



THE POLITICS OF REFORM

ÅñThe best progressive ideas are those that include a 

strong enough dose of provocation to make its 

supporters feel proud of being original, but at the 

same time attract so many adherents that the risk of 

being an isolated exception is immediately averted 

by the noisy approval of a triumphant crowd.ò   

Milan Kundera.

ïKundera M, The Book of Laughter and Forgetting.  Faber 
and Faber: London, 1996 p.273.




