HSRAANZ Webinar Series – The Local Level Evaluation of Healthcare
in Australia – a presentation by representatives of the Health
Systems Improvement (HSIS) Working Group 3 (WG3)
Monday 27 May 2019 at 11:00am Sydney, Melbourne, Canberra
There is no cost to attend the Webinar, but registration is essential. Please register at:
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_8JKos17ASPG4CnqHu6P74A
The Webinar will be about 1 hour including time for Q and A.
Abstract
Compared to the OECD average, Australians have longer life expectancies and lower mortality from
key non-communicable illnesses such as heart disease and cancer. However, despite the good news,
there are known issues with our health system and they need attention now. Australia’s growing and
ageing population, as well as its rising disease burden from chronic conditions, means demand for
healthcare is rising. This increases the pressure on already strained health budgets.
Governments want to know whether healthcare spending is delivering ‘value’. Patients and the
community also need to know what they are receiving for their health dollar. The decisions as to what
will, and what won’t, be provided to patients are made within the health system. To make these
decisions, information is needed on what health technologies and models of care work and, if they
work, at what cost? Surprisingly, this information is lacking for many of the decisions that need to be
made within our health services.
The Productivity Commission has been calling for improved healthcare evaluation in Australia.
Evaluation of healthcare provides information on clinical effectiveness and cost. As better decisions
are made on what healthcare is provided, patients and the community will receive better value from
their health dollars. This presentation pinpoints where strengthening of healthcare evaluation is
needed. It provides a pathway to improve the evaluation of healthcare in Australia. It highlights an
opportunity to improve Australia’s healthcare system in terms of effectiveness, equity and value.
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