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Indigenous HSR Group 

In the last year Dr Amohia Boulton and Kim O’Donnell, the Indigenous representatives on 

the Executive have focused their efforts in two areas: firstly, planning for the 2013 

conference and secondly, raising the profile of the Association amongst Indigenous health 

researchers.  

Much of this year has been spent ensuring that the 2013 Conference in Wellington will be of 

interest to Indigenous health services researchers, policy-makers and providers to build a 

strong Indigenous presence. Consequently Kim and Amohia nominated the Indigenous 

Keynote speakers who came from Australia, New Zealand and Canada and worked hard to 

develop a stimulating and informative Indigenous stream within the conference programme. 

A great deal of time and effort was spent on ensuring the cultural protocols for welcoming 

conference delegates and introducing them to Aotearoa/New Zealand and particularly Te 

Upoko o Te Ika/ Wellington were upheld. Feedback from Indigenous and non-Indigenous 

delegates alike regarding the Powhiri/welcoming ceremony confirmed that this was a 

highlight of the Conference for many. However, the bulk of our efforts this year were focused 

on organising the Indigenous Preconference workshop. Our aim in developing the workshop 

programme for 2013 was to both build on the success of the inaugural workshop held in 

2011 at the Tandanya National Aboriginal Cultural Institute in Central Adelaide, and offer the 

opportunity to meet with the Indigenous key note speakers.  Delegates commented 

positively on the workshop as evidenced by one participant who observed it was, “great to 

have this indigenous day (pre-conference), recommend it continues as integral part of future 

conferences.” 

We asked the workshop participants to consider ways in which both the workshop and the 

conference could be enhanced to better meet the needs of Indigenous health service 

researchers and the wider community with an interest in the Association. The four 

recommendations below have been prioritised from a list of over 15 recommendations and 

will form the foundation of our work for the next two years. 

 Include the Indigenous workshop as part of the main conference programme to 

demonstrate that Indigenous issues are of critical importance to health service 

research; 

 Include an optional excursion for all participants to a place of cultural significance as 

part of the conference programme;  

 Introduce a discounted conference attendance rate to enable greater participation by  

community providers; and 

 Introduce a dedicated conference attendance scholarship for Indigenous researchers 

to attend future conferences. 

Finally, returning to the work we have done in raising the profile of the Association, we are 

pleased to report that the 2013 conference has attracted the largest number of Indigenous 

participants with over 40 Indigenous speakers, keynotes and conference attendees. The 

level of interest the conference has generated amongst indigenous health researchers is 

testament to the Trans-Tasman networking that has occurred “behind the scenes”. Not only 

has this networking encouraged participation in the conference but it has also raised the 

profile, generally, of Indigenous health services research. There are three groups in 

particular whose attendance deserves special mention - the delegation from the National 
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Aboriginal Community Controlled Health Organisation (ACCHO); the group of emerging 

researchers who are attending from the University of Northern British Columbia, Prince 

George; and a further delegation representing the Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs, from 

Winnipeg, Manitoba. These three groups have travelled a significant distance to attend this 

conference, which speaks to both the relevance of the programme and the importance of the 

networking opportunities that occur throughout the conference. 

In developing this year’s report we reviewed the report we tabled in 2011. At that time we 

observed that through our efforts “we hoped to see an increase in Indigenous researcher 

participation over the next 5 years.” In reflecting on the year that was, we would agree that 

we have made solid strides towards achieving this vision. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


