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Dear Professor Wesselingh 

Re: Health Services Research funding in 2025 NHMRC Investigator Grants 

I hope this finds you well. I am writing to you on behalf of the Health Services Research Association of 

Australia and New Zealand (HSRAANZ), the peak body representing health services researchers. While we 

commend the support provided through the recently announced NHMRC Investigator Grants, we have 

significant concerns regarding the allocation of funds to Health Services Research in this round. 

Projects with the Broad Research Area of Health Services Research received only 2.6% of successful grants, 

despite representing 10.3% of the applications. Furthermore, the success rate for Health Services Research 

was a mere 3.6%, compared to an overall success rate of 13.4% - a significant decline from all previous 

rounds, and starkly anomalous when compared to all other broad research areas. These concerning figures 

raise questions about the grant guidelines, review process and prioritisation for Health Services Research. 

Health Services Research is crucial for improving the efficiency, effectiveness and equity of health care 

delivery. It provides evidence-based insights that can improve health outcomes and health system 

sustainability. This is of critical importance to the sustainability of the high quality health care Australian 

receive in a milieu of increasing demand coupled with workforce shortages. The current funding disparity 

threatens these vital research impacts  

We acknowledge that there may be various factors contributing to the low proportion of funding and success 

rates for Health Services Research. We are keen to understand these mechanisms better and are willing to 

collaborate closely to identify and address any underlying issues. We would like to request a meeting at your 

earliest convenience to discuss these concerns in detail and explore ways that HSRAANZ might work with 

NHMRC to ensure more equitable support for Health Services Research in future funding rounds. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. We look forward to your response. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Associate Professor Alison Pearce (PhD) 
+61 2 8627 9114 | alison.pearce@sydney.edu.au 
President, Health Services Research Association of Australia and New Zealand 
Stream Lead, Health Economics, The Daffodil Centre 
Associate Professor, Health Economics, Sydney School of Public Health, The University of Sydney 
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