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19 November 2025 
 
Dear MRFF Secretariat, 
 
Re: Advocacy regarding ineligible ethics application fees under MRFF funding guidelines 
 
On behalf of the Health Services Research Association of Australia and New Zealand (HSRAANZ), I 
write to raise concerns regarding the exclusion of ethics application fees from eligible expenses under 
several MRFF funding schemes, including past Clinical Trials Activity initiatives (see attached - ‘4.7 
What the grant money cannot be used for’ in the 2023 Clinical Trials Activity Grant Opportunity 
Guidelines). 
 
Recently the NHMRC updated its direct research costs policy to include ethics fees. However, several 
MRFF scheme guidelines continue to exclude these costs. This discrepancy presents a significant 
barrier to conducting multi-site health services and implementation research, particularly where 
access to hospital sites requires multiple health service ethics and site-specific approvals. 
 
We respectfully request that MRFF consider aligning its scheme guidelines with the NHMRC eligible 
expense policy and allow ethics application fees to be claimed as direct research costs for all MRFF 
schemes. This change would support equitable access to MRFF funding and enable more efficient 
and inclusive research translation across health systems. 
 
We would welcome the opportunity to discuss this matter further and contribute to any consultation 
processes that may be undertaken. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
Associate Professor Alison Pearce (PhD) 
President, Health Services Research Association of Australia and New Zealand 
Stream Lead, Health Economics, The Daffodil Centre 
Associate Professor, Health Economics, Sydney School of Public Health, The University of Sydney 
Fellow, Sydney Health Partners Implementation Science Academy 
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