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Thank you for the opportunity to provide a submission in response to the Possible Association to 
Horizon Europe: Request for Infomation. The Health Services Research Association of Australian 
and New Zealand (HSRAANZ) is the key professional organisation for individuals and groups in 
Australia doing, funding, implementing and disseminating health services research, in order to 
improve the health system and health services. Our key objectives relate to sustainability and 
excellence in health services and the development of strategically important research.  
 
HSRAANZ strongly urges the Australian Government to pursue associate membership of Horizon 
Europe - the European Union’s premier funding program for research and innovation, with a 
funding pool of €93.5 billion from 2021 to 2027. 
 
Health services research is essential for health service equity, efficiency and effectiveness, and is 
key to health system sustainability. Despite this, Australian funding opportunities for this critical 
field have declined in recent years, putting the sector in jeopardy. In the latest round of NHMRC 
funding, health services research received only 2.6% of the total grants funded.1  
 
HSRAANZ is excited that Cluster 1 of Horizon Europe’s research program would provide new 
opportunities to specifically fund health services research.2 Researchers could use this funding to 
build capacity to solve some of the most pressing challenges facing the Australian health system. 
These include topics such as the continued use of telehealth post-COVID, the removal of 
copayment fees for medicines in Australia, and ensuring equity of access to health care for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, regional and remote communities and people with 
disabilities.    
 
Horizon Europe membership would streamline collaboration, enhance Australia’s research capacity, 
and amplify the impact of our work on a global scale. Under the current NHMRC Horizon Europe 
scheme, Australian researchers submit a separate application to the NHMRC who determines if 
they will fund the Australian component of the Horizon Europe project, leading to duplication, 
delays and uncertainty for international collaborations. At a time when US research funding - 
particularly in public health is facing cuts, strengthening Australia’s research ties with Europe offers 
a more stable and strategic alternative.  
 
HSRAANZ calls on the Australian Government to act now. Joining Horizon Europe is a smart 
investment in the future of health services research and the health of all Australians.  

 
1 https://www.nhmrc.gov.au/funding/find-funding/investigator-grants/outcomes  
2 See p. 79 of Horizon Europe (2025) Work Programme 2025 – Health. 
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2025/wp-
4-health_horizon-2025_en.pdf  
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