
What is privacy-preserving record linkage?

Pioneered at Curtin University, 
Privacy-preserving record linkage
(PPRL) is a technology that 
anonymously matches records 
across different datasets that 
belong to the same individual.
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Current collaborations

Linking pathology and general practice

data to hospital records, to understand 

people’s journey through the health system 

for their continuity of care.

Linking other non-health commonwealth 

datasets such as education, housing and 

justice datasets, to support targeted early 

interventions for the public good.

Where is PPRL being used?

PPRL enables data owners to 
provide their data for investigation 
without releasing
personally identifiable information, 
like name and date of birth.

Data providers encrypt their 
datasets into Bloom filters using a 
series of cryptographic hashes, 
which are used for data linkage.

Who uses PPRL?

Current users of PPRL include government and non-government organisations such as WA Department of 

Treasury, NSW Ministry of Health, Population data BC, and academic researchers from Swansea University.

To learn more about PPRL please get in touch with our friendly team:
Dr Adrian Brown
Deputy Head,

Centre for Data Linkage
Adrian.Brown@curtin.edu.au

Dr Sean Randall
Research Fellow

Sean.Randall@curtin.edu.au

Mr David Pedrotti
Project Manager

David.Pedrotti@curtin.edu.au
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